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Any New Year’s resolutions?
As a matter of fact, yes! I need to get 
to grips with technology. Download all 
2,000 photos clogging up my Blackberry, 
add music to my empty iPod, tidy up my 
desktop littered with files, and clear out 
the 10,000 unread emails in my inbox – but 
perhaps read them first... Or, maybe pay 
someone to do it all.

What else can we expect in your 
future?
I’m working on a capsule collection, 
separate from Boyy Bag. I want to do 
leather apparel. There may be just five 
to seven pieces, but I want to ‘wow’ 
people. I’m not sure if it will all work 
out exactly as I see it in my mind, but I 
can’t wait. It ’s going to be a very limited 
exclusive collection and will involve a lot of 
craftsmanship.
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to wear it. I know I’ll probably look like 
grandma, but I think Paris next year would 
be fitting.

Do you have any Christmas wishes?
Well, I’ve already received many presents. 
But if I can wish for more (her eyes light up), 
I’d want costume jewelry. My bag was stolen 
on my last trip to Italy and I lost a lot. I need 
to start replacing them.
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StrollING ArouNd hEr office in a red vintage 
jumpsuit without makeup, Boyy (aka Wannasiri 
Kongman) is perfectly at ease, but when 
“photos first” is mentioned she grabs her 
makeup bag, and in two minutes flat is looking 
gorgeous and posing for the camera like a 
natural. She’s cool, playful and doesn’t take 
herself too seriously. As the photographer 
disappears, she kicks off her shoes, crosses 
her legs on her office chair and gets comfy, as 
if chatting to an old friend...

As the story goes, she graduated in 
journalism from Bangkok University, 
and started out working for Central as a 
womenswear buyer. This stint was short-
lived, before she moved to the US – not 
knowing exactly what it was she wanted 
to do. Strangely, this led her to Information 
Systems studies in Washington DC. On a 
brief trip to New York, however, she realized 
that the comfortable life in conservative DC 
in a very close-knit Thai community was not 
the place for her, sensing the vibrant promise 
of the Big Apple. It took three years and a 
‘coffee shop epiphany’, after a failed final 
exam, for her to actually move. With only one 
friend there, three days to move and no job, 
off she went...

2magazine: So how did NYC work out?
Boyy: The stars aligned and everything just 
kind of panned out, although not before I 
was ripped off by the guy I first shared an 
apartment with – but I guess that’s life in the 
big city. I ended up with a great roommate, 
got the job I wanted in a top Japanese 
restaurant and enrolled at FIT in Fashion 
Design. It all felt so right. I was motivated 
everyday. I had to fight for it though. I studied 
full time and worked four evenings and 
one lunch a week. From DC where I knew 
everyone, to NYC where I was practically 
alone, I took time to think about what I 
wanted for my life. And then it hit me. One 
day a woman walked into the restaurant 
with a bag I fell in love with, had to have, but 
couldn’t afford. So I made my own, which 
I carried everyday, everywhere I went, and 
received no end of compliments for. The 
bag seemed to make everyone smile and 
take notice. Soon, I was telling everyone I 
met that I eventually wanted my own bag 
collection and then I met my partner, Jesse 
Dorsey. He gave me the push I needed. We 
started sourcing everything, including the 
leather, and had a sample made. But it just 
wasn’t right. It wasn’t a bag I wanted to carry.

When did the right design come to you?
Around that time I accepted a very attractive 
job offer back in Bangkok. On the flight over 
I sketched a design that was to become our 
very first Boyy Bag. It actually materialized 
when the editor of Elle Thailand introduced 
me to Kai, the wedding couture designer, 
who needed a bag for his resort collection 

Bags of style. That’s what it took to 
make her Thailand’s ‘it’ handbag 
designer, counting international 
celebs among her clients… 

for Bangkok Fashion Week. Five pieces 
were made and sold out before the end of 
the show. I called my partner, he flew over, 
we developed more and he took the designs 
back to New York. Everything fell into place 
again, because he was referred to the head 
buyer for Colette, Paris, who happened to be 
in town and loved the bags. 

What have been the highlights  
so far?
For a start, our first collection being picked 
up by Colette, then two years ago being 
featured among the top seven up-and-
coming designers in New York Magazine. 
We’d been placed in the same league 
as Alexander McQueen’s Q line. Also, 
appearing in the New York Times Sunday 
style section as ‘it’ bag of the season... Not 
bad, considering we learnt the business 
from scratch. We had no idea, no clue about 
how things functioned, no PR, no staff, we 
just made it up as we went along, doing 
everything ourselves.

What about the current collection?
The autumn/winter 2009 collection is really 
dramatic. [She exhales a wicked laugh.]
When we designed it we were actually 
thinking this might be our last collection, 
before the press and celebrity attention. 
We were getting a little frustrated thinking 
nobody got us. In America, if you’re not high-
end luxury, you’re considered just another 
mediocre brand. Our heart and soul goes 
into our bags, along with the best materials 
– Italian nappa lambskin leather, right down 
to the finest zippers and lining. It hurt not 
being recognized. So we thought we’d go out 
with a bang, kicking and screaming through 
our final collection. Autumn/winter 2009, 
you could say, came from a darker place. It 
turned out to be our best collection so far. 
The press loved it, and celebrities started 
carrying them. And here we are having just 
finalized our spring/summer 2010 collection 
which will be in stores in February; a much 
brighter, lighter line, with plenty of color. We 
now have to start working on autumn/winter 
2010, but I can’t let out any secrets about 
that yet...

Why men’s names for such positively 
feminine bags?
Jesse came up with the idea. At the time, 
everyone was giving their products female 
names, like Marc Jacobs’ ‘Stamm’ bag after 
Jessica Stamm. So your bag becomes your 
boyfriend, [she smiles broadly] always at 
your side.  

By Nikki Busuttil

Who has been seen with one of your 
‘boyfriends’? 
Two of my icons in fact – Chloë Sevigny 
was the first, she’s so cool. I think it was 
that photo [pointing to one on her wall] 
that helped us break into Japan. Then Lou 
Doillon. I love her.

And if you could design a bag for 
anyone?
Queen Elizabeth. She always has those 
small, stiff, structured bags. I’d like to create 
a slouchy little hobo bag for her to take away 
for the weekend, allow her to relax more.

OH BOYY!

Who are your favourite designers?
My all-time favorite is Coco Chanel. I just 
adore her. But Alexander Wang really makes 
my palms sweat, especially his accessory 
line. It scares and excites me more than 
anyone else to know what he’s doing next. 
He probably doesn’t know Boyy Bag exists, 
but I enjoy the competition it provides me.

What do you like to shop for? And 
where?
I love anything vintage. JJ market in 
Bangkok is one of the best in the world. I 
got a Chanel jacket from their used section 
once and just recently a 1980s Michael 
Jackson T-shirt – so cheap! At Portobello 
market in London it would have cost a 
fortune. In New York, I love Hell’s Kitchen 
flea market, in fact any flea market. In Italy, 
I found a fabulous Dior cobalt blue tweed 
skirt suit for two euros. My favorite find 
came from Exquisite Costume in New York 
– a matching three-piece beige Chanel 
outfit. I’m waiting for the right occasion 

“Queen Elizabeth always has those small, stiff, 
structured bags. I’d like to create a slouchy little 

hobo bag for her”
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