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Rooca community organization, in the hope 
that their actions will affect other designers 
to contribute towards improving social 
problems. 
 The super-limited edition polo shirt 
designs are being handmade by local 
craftswomen in Brazil, allowing the women 
to promote their craft, earn money and 
gain back self-esteem. This version of 
the polos generates a definitively sexy 
dialogue between the shirt and the wearer’s 
skin, as well as a voyeuristic transparency 
for onlookers, perfect for a luxuriously 
seductive Valentine’s Day. However, with 
only 12 pieces of each men’s and women’s 
shirts available worldwide, you may already 
be out of luck.
 Next on the horizon for the Campanas 
are the completion of a renovation of an 
old hotel in downtown Athens, a project 
involving local architectural university 
students, and the transformation of the 
Cafe d’Horloge at the Musee D’Orsay 
in Paris. If you are fanatical or simply 
inquisitive about them, an exhibition of 20 
years of the Campana brothers’ works is 
being shown at the Vitre Design Museum in 
Germany, but don’t worry if you can’t make 
it just yet, as ‘Antibodies’ runs for the next 
five years.

(www.campanas.com.br)
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DESTINED 
FOR DESIGN

One half of the 
renowned Campana 
design brothers, 
Humberto Campana, 
recently graced 
Bangkok with his 
creative presence.  
We managed to snag 
an hour with him to 
pick his brains to find 
out what makes this 
talented duo tick.

OFTEN ThOuGhT OF as twins, according to 
Humberto, the personalities of the two 
brothers could not be more different. 
“Yin and yang,” he laughs, “but that’s 
the reason it works. We have a very 
deep relationship... Providing inspiration, 
challenges and demanding the best of 
ourselves, we force each other not to be 
lazy in terms of creation.” By all accounts, 
Fernando, the younger of the two, is vastly 
more of a rational functionalist, while 
Humberto admits to being more chaotic 
and emotional, which leads them to daily 
quarrels that turn out to be an incredibly 
fruitful source of stimulus.
 A 1977 graduate of law, Humberto 
Campana feels himself innately blessed 
to be able to follow his passion. He 
never expected to become a designer, 
but giving up on law he moved in the 

“I see myself as a creator, not as a desIgner”

into creative pieces was originally born of 
necessity. Starting out they didn’t have the 
funds for sophisticated tools or expensive 
materials, but have since garnered a 
host of accolades and awards for their 
revolutionary concept and inspired a 
generation of upcoming designers. Today, 
they are fortunate enough to be able 
to combine their unique approach with 
advance technology, to continually innovate 
and challenge their distinctively Brazilian 
style with a vibrancy and energy.
 One of Humberto’s favorite designs 
from his own creations is his famed Favela 
Chair, developed in 1991. “Made from scraps 
of wood retrieved from a slum, it is very 
desconstructed and deeply irrational,” 
he explains, much the way he appears 
to describe himself. He also enjoys the 
playfulness of his renowned Aligator 
Chair, produced with plush reptilian toys, 
and is currently working with rattan and 
other organic materials. Although furniture 
is his greatest passion, he dabbles in 
“other universes” –  including theatrical 
scenography, lecturing, teaching, and 
architectural landscaping. Practically 
anything that involves the act of creation 
interests him, and he draws inspiration from 
literally everything. “From the most banal, 
say an ant, to a very beautiful architectural 
undertaking, whatever catches my eye, 
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direction of metallic sculpture. Later, during 
a particularly busy Christmas delivery 
period, his brother, by then an architectural 
graduate, offered a helping hand. With his 
background, he breathed form and function 
into Humberto’s sculptures. Together, they 
started experimenting with metal furniture, 
and thus the foundations of their world-
famous Estudio Campana were set.
 Based in São Paulo, the Estudio 
Campana is the visionary hub, a veritable 
research and development laboratory, 
where the brothers investigate and hammer 
out new ideas, blending old and new 
materials, rescuing and reviving age-old 
techniques, recycling and remodeling one 
man’s trash into Campanas treasures. 
Their technique of taking old discarded 
items from the streets, discovering their 
hidden beauty and transforming them 

CAMPANAS+LACOSTE, super limited edition 
polos for the Holiday Collector’s Serie

I focus on what pulses, always taking it 
all in –details that other people cannot 
see, I delve deep, in order to find the 
beauty hidden within,” he remarks with a 
mesmerizing honesty.
 It wasn’t until about 15 years ago that the 
brothers were able to truly make a living from 
their work, and it was around then that they 
discovered this was their true calling. Since 
then, they have had numerous individual and 
collective exhibitions throughout Brazil, Israel, 
USA, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, France, UK, 
Belgium, Japan and Korea, won countless 
design awards and have displayed pieces in 
museums and institutional collections, across 
the globe, as well as running international 
workshops and presentations worldwide. 
The brothers continue their achievements 
with fervor and an intentional sense of 
eco-sustainability, as well as a careful hand 
in charitable work and giving back to the 
community, in less fortunate areas.
 One of their current projects, launched 
last December, is a collaboration between 
the Campanas and Lacoste, whereby 
Humerto and Fernando were invited to 
design an exclusive collection for the 
fourth holiday collector’s series of Lacoste 
polo shirts, stemming from the notoriety 
and inspiration of their Aligator Chair. This 
involves the ‘Save Your Logo’ World Bank 
backed initiative, and their chosen Coopa-
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